No significant expression of CYP2E1 in rat liver stellate cells.
The putative role of the ethanol-inducible cytochrome P450(CYP)2E1 in stimulating collagen synthesis by rat liver stellate cells was studied. Analysis of carefully isolated stellate cells revealed that their content of immunoreactive CYP2E1 protein and of CYP2E1 mRNA, as determined by reverse transcription, polymerase chain reaction (RT-PCR), was very low, i.e. only 0-4% of that in hepatocytes. We conclude that it is improbable that such low expression of CYP2E1 in stellate cells would have functional importance.